This Week: Fairy Tales
Book Suggestions – Fiction:

Anansi Boys by Neil Gaiman
Fat Charlie Nancy's normal life ended the moment his father dropped dead on a
Florida karaoke stage. Charlie didn't know his dad was a god. And he never knew
he had a brother. Now brother Spider is on his doorstep--about to make Fat
Charlie's life more interesting . . . and a lot more dangerous. Anansi (/əˈnɑːnsi/
ə-NAHN-see) is an Akan folktale character. He often takes the shape of a spider
and is sometimes considered to be a god of all knowledge of stories. Taking the
role of trickster, he is also one of the most important characters of West African,
African American and Caribbean folklore (Wikipedia).

Ocean at the end of the Lane by Neil Gaiman
Sussex, England: A middle-aged man returns to his childhood home to attend a
funeral. He is drawn to the farm at the end of the road, where, when he was
seven, he encountered a most remarkable girl, Lettie Hempstock. Forty years
earlier, a man committed suicide in a stolen car at this farm at the end of the
road. Like a fuse on a firework, his death lit a touchpaper and resonated in
unimaginable ways. The darkness was unleashed, something scary and
thoroughly incomprehensible to a little boy. And Lettie - magical, comforting,
wise beyond her years - promised to protect him, no matter what. (Amazon)

The Princess Bride by William Goldman (available as eBook)
Rich in character and satire, the novel is set in 1941 and framed cleverly as an
"abridged" retelling of a centuries-old tale set in the fabled country of Florin that's
home to "Beasts of all natures and descriptions. Pain. Death. Brave men. Coward
men. Strongest men. Chases. Escapes. Lies. Truths. Passions." a simple,
exceptional story about quests—for riches, revenge, power, and, of course, true
love.

The Ice Queen by Alice Hoffman
Be careful what you wish for. A small town librarian lives a quiet life without
much excitement. One day, she mutters an idle wish and, while standing in her
house, is struck by lightning. But instead of ending her life, this cataclysmic event
sparks it into a new beginning. She goes in search of Lazarus Jones, a fellow
survivor who was struck dead, then simply got up and walked away. Perhaps this
stranger who has seen death face to face can teach her to live without fear. When
she finds him, he is her perfect opposite, a burning man whose breath can boil

water and whose touch scorches. As an obsessive love affair begins between
them, both hide their most dangerous secrets -- what happened in the past that
turned one to ice and the other to fire.

The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey
Alaska, 1920: a brutal place to homestead, and especially tough for recent arrivals
Jack and Mabel. During the season's first snowfall, they build a child out of snow.
The next morning the snow child is gone -- but they glimpse a young, blondehaired girl running through the trees. As Jack and Mabel struggle to understand
this child who could have stepped from the pages of a fairy tale, they come to
love her as their own daughter. But in this beautiful, violent place things are rarely
as they appear, and what they eventually learn about Faina will transform all of
them.

Hiddensee : a tale of the once and future Nutcracker by Gregory Maguire
Hiddensee imagines the backstory of the Nutcracker, revealing how this
entrancing creature came to be. Maguire discovers in the flowering of German
Romanticism ties to Hellenic mystery-cults-- a fascination with death and the
afterlife-- and ponders a profound question: How can a person who is abused by
life, shortchanged and challenged, nevertheless access secrets that benefit the
disadvantaged and powerless? If the one-eyed toy maker Godfather Drosselmeier
can bring an enchanted Nutcracker to a young girl in distress on a dark winter
evening, perhaps everyone, however lonely or marginalized, has something
precious to share.

The Night Circus by Erin Morganstern
A circus, titled Le Cirque des Reves, comes to town out of the blue and without
warning. Within its tents, young magicians Celia and Marco compete to be the
best, having done so since childhood. However, under the backdrop of their
intense rivalry, a blossoming romance develops. This book perfectly captures the
dreamlike quality of fairy tales, complete with magic that is never quite explained.

Little Nothing by Marisa Silver
In an unnamed country at the beginning of the last century, a child called Pavla is
born to peasant parents. Her arrival, fervently anticipated and conceived in part
by gypsy tonics and archaic prescriptions, stuns her parents and brings outrage
and scorn from her community. Pavla has been born a dwarf, beautiful in face,
but as the years pass, she grows no farther than the edge of her crib. When her
parents turn to the treatments of a local charlatan, his terrifying cure opens the
floodgates of persecution for Pavla. Part allegory about the shifting nature of
being, part subversive fairy tale of love in all its uncanny guises.

